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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  

The Town of Ontario is excited to announce      
the dates for the first series of virtual public 
workshops to advance the Comprehensive Plan 
update. The public workshops will take place in 
three virtual forums the week of March 9th and 
focus around the topics of  economic develop-
ment, housing, transportation, connectivity, land 
use, parks, and open space. The Town invites all 
residents and business owners to participate in all 
of these important conversations which are vital 
to the development of the plan.   

  Registration is available on the project                                      
website at ONWARDONTARIONY.ORG.  

The Town Board launched the Comprehensive 
Plan update in the fall of 2020. For the past five 
months, the project Steering Committee has been 
engaged in an extensive visioning process,                           
analyzing current trends and conditions, and 
working with the project team to develop                            
strategies for outreach and feedback.  

When completed, the Plan will establish long-
term vision, goals, strategies and actions                     
intended to be implemented over the next 10-15 
years. The Plan will include detailed strategies 
and action items the Town may take to achieve 
the desired vision.  

As part of the planning process, the Steering 
Committee has launched a project webpage that 
provides detailed information on the planning 
process, events, documents, as well as a           
community-wide survey.  

To register for the virtual public             
workshops and to keep connected on 
this exciting process, please visit                
ONWARDONTARIONY.ORG. The site 
includes an important survey that all 
residents are encouraged to take to add 
their valuable input. 

For more information, please contact:  

Bob Kelsch, Deputy Supervisor, at 585.330.2607 
or  rkelsch@ontariotown.org  
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The Town of Ontario is opening up the decision to taxpayers to consider the                                       
purchase of the Ontario Country Club and Golf Course.   

The 161.25 acre facility would become an extension of the Parks and Recreation                       
Department and would provide recreational greenspace for residents.   

 
The Town is considering ways to utilize the existing structures, pool area, clubhouse 

as a multi-use center and a financially self-supporting 18-hole golf course.  
 
Residents will have the ultimate decision-making power in this plan during an upcoming 
vote. The Town Board thought this was such an important opportunity for the residents 
they elected to put it up as a voluntary referendum for voters to decide on its purchase. 

 
PUBLIC VOTE IS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 21, 2021. 

FOUR OPPORTUNITIES TO ATTEND AN INFORMATIONAL FORUM                                                         

(Registration necessary, go to our website at ontariotown.org) 

Thursdays:  March 11,  March 25  OR  April 8  at  7:00 pm                                                           

in the Community Center Gym 

Saturday:  April 17 at 10:00 am in the Community Center Gym 

Or observe via zoom, link is on the website 
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Peace begins in your heart, 
Grows in your mind, 

Manifests through your will 
And spreads through your actions    

--Anna Periera 
            Wellness Universe.com 

Every year the Parks and Recreation Department sponsors the Community Art Project.  Residents 

of the Town participate in designing and creating an art object out of various household items.  We 

have done doors, sawhorses, pallets, shutters, etc.  The art is displayed in the summer along the 

Ontario Center Road Greenway Trail.  In August, the art is auctioned off and donations from the 

auction go back to the park for programming and workshops.  This is a wildly popular project and 

many people walk along the trail in the summer to enjoy art from Ontario’s residents. 

THIS YEAR THE COMMUNITY ART PROJECT FEATURES PEACE POLES 

The Peace Pole Project is worldwide and spreads the message of peace on all four sides of the 

post, in four different languages.  We will have 40 participants this year.  Be sure to look for the  

announcement on Facebook that they have been placed and come enjoy a walk in nature while  

enjoying the inspiring art creations. 

From the website:  “The power of the Message, May Peace Prevail On Earth, lies in its capacity 

to bring people of various cultures, faith traditions and political ideals together as one united  

global heart and mind. May Peace Prevail On Earth, allows us to sincerely focus on our mutual 

desire to serve, create and manifest true peace on earth while transcending our differences and 

celebrating our common humanity. 

The May Peace Prevail On Earth movement is a grassroots global movement to inspire, and      

re-awaken the inherit consciousness of love, peace and harmony which exists in every one of us. It 

is a movement to bring inner peace of mind and to foster peace in the world at large.” 

Together we can help make May Peace Prevail On Earth the most widely expressed universal 

message of peace!  

If you are interested in participating in the Community Art Project                                

contact the Parks and Recreation Dept. office at 315.524.7447. 
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Excerpts from the Sept/Oct Issue of Talk of the Towns 

“Municipal Golf Courses Add Value to a       

Community.” by Raymond Hearn, ASGCA, ASLA. 

“New York State is home to 121 municipal golf courses.  

The golf industry in New York State is a healthy billion-

dollar industry. 

“So why do so many people play golf?  One reason is 

that it is a sport that can be played from youth until late 

into your senior years.  In 2018 —2.6 million people 

played golf for the first time. It has been labeled as one 

of the most social games on the earth.  Each municipal 

golf course adds value to its  surrounding community.”  

The article goes on to list many of the benefits: 

■  Economic benefits, jobs, increase in adjacent property       

values 

■  Environmental benefits, open space, clean air and wa-

ter, wildlife habitats, recreational benefits, exercise and 

fitness, competitive sport, synergy with parks, walking 

and jogging trails, pickle ball, bocce ball, picnic areas, 

bird watching   stations 

■  Social benefits, relaxation, social interaction, mental 

well-being  

New trends are emerging such as  

■  Restoration of certain historical aspects that would be 

lost over time 

■  Creation of multi-functional recreational uses 

A recurring theme during town comprehensive plans is that 
residents expressed the importance of having greenspace and 
recreational areas available to them. The Town feels that the 
golf course will lend itself to multiple recreational activities 
for the community. In past surveys and comprehensive plans, 
74% emphasized the desire and need for greenspace and   
recreational opportunities.   
 
Many towns near us have passed referendums paying        
millions of dollars to buy developing rights from private 
owners and conservation rights to preserve greenspace in 
their communities. Think about Ontario in decades to come 
at the rate we are growing, it will become a greater concern 
as more land is developed. 
 
The existing clubhouse will be used as an event center which 
will include a partnership between the town and local busi-
nesses and restaurants, hosting weddings, showers, banquets 
and meetings, etc. It is a valuable asset with possibilities of 
many uses. The facility not only would serve as an event   
center but also gives us increased options for programming, 
exercise classes and private parties, with an additional 4000 
square feet on the second level with elevator access.   
 
The 18-hole golf course will remain open and will create the 
funding for its operations and maintenance. 
 
 
 

As an operating golf course, I am confident the land will not 
be a financial burden to taxpayers as it will support itself.  
 
I strongly feel, as a steward of the town, that we cannot only 
be concerned about taking actions to better the Town today, 
but to invest in the Town for future generations. 
 
After examining financial records for numerous municipal 
golf courses, we feel confident that revenues will exceed  
expenses.  There are 121 municipal golf courses currently in 
business in New York State.   
 
For the past three months, Bill Riddell, the Parks and       
Recreation Director, and I have examined the financial      
records for numerous municipal golf courses. We spent many 
hours in discussion with Monroe County officials regarding 
operations, income and expense documents of their three 
courses, along with the Town Supervisors from other New 
York courses.  Every one of them felt it was a definite           
positive asset for the  community. 
 
The $1.1 million price tag is $500,000 below the        
proposed assessed value. With current interest rates,    
the Town is confident it can lock in an attractive rate at    
under 2%. The majority of the money will come 
through bonds, with $400,000 coming out of the current 
fund balance.   
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Are golf courses closing because they are losing 
profit and revenues? 
This is sometimes true for privately owned clubs which 
have a different business model than municipal courses.  
They are generally more expensive clubs to participate in 
and to operate.  Sometimes the owner just sees a greater 
return on selling the land for development. This greenspace 
will generate revenue and will not be a burden to the tax-
payers.  Its purchase would preserve a valuable asset of the 
Town as a greenspace with recreational value.  Our          
revenues will exceed expenses. 
 
There is a need for senior housing in the Town. 
If able, we are receptive to exploring  the feasibility of    
55+     housing on a portion of the property.  We would be 
remiss if we did not listen to the needs of the residents and 
explore various possibilities.  This would offset the          
purchase price substantially. 
 
Is the golf course for sale? 
It was never formally on the market. Circumstances      
arose where a mutual friend introduced me to one of the 
fiduciaries and conversations resulted about considering this 
as a great opportunity for the Town.  There is no real estate  
commission involved. 
 
Will the pool be opened to the public again? 
We are also investigating the feasibility of opening up an 
indoor pool which would certainly enhance the benefit to 
the community.  A benefactor has offered a gift of $500,000 
as a starter fund for this purpose. 
 
There will be no free golf for Town employees.     
However, all residents will be given discounts and 
offered affordable pricing for family golf, clubhouse 
rentals, programming, etc. 
 
Sometimes we are asked about maintenance and 
upkeep of facilities that are not Town owned. 
We are extremely proud of our town facilities and their    
upkeep.  Sometimes, even with good intentions,                       
misinformed people think we are responsible for areas                        
that do not fall within our responsibilities rather than the 
private sector itself.   
 
 

 
 

One of the biggest tragedies in our Town, with Lake 
Ontario being one of our greatest assets,  is that we 
have very little lake front for public recreation.  It 
should have been bought and preserved years ago. 
Webster is slightly bigger than Ontario as far as 
square miles.  Ontario has 227 acres of greenspace 
right now, Webster has over 3100.  Imagine Ontario 
in the future in 50 years when we have the popula-
tion of today’s Webster and very little preserved 
space.  Imagine NYC without Central Park. 
 
What will the cost be to taxpayers?  Will the Town 
be continually putting money into it? 
There will not be a burden to taxpayers.  Pre-pandemic, like 
many businesses, the Ontario Country Club was profitable.  
There are 121 municipal golf courses in New York State.  
We have received financial data from many of them and 
every one is operating in the black.  It is important to know 
that the business model for municipal golf courses is           
entirely different from privately owned golf courses. 
 
We will not be running the restaurant area, it 
would be an event center for the community.  There 
would be an exclusive agreement with Ontario        
restaurants and businesses. We have met with many 
owners and they are very excited about the                         
potential growth of their own businesses in being 
able to use this facility. 
 
Why do this when we will be dealing with the loss  
of tax revenue from GINNA in the future? 
The GINNA revenue loss is being offset through a number 
of approaches.  We have reduced expenditures throughout 
the Town by increasing efficiencies and controlling expens-
es, along with outsourcing and cross training.  The budget 
has stayed within the 2% tax cap and will continue to do so.  
We have seen an increase of 12-15 Million Dollars in new 
assessed, taxable commercial and residential growth, which 
helps mitigate the loss of  tax dollars from GINNA.  
 
We received a grant for a traffic study at Route 104 and 
Dean Parkway which encompasses that section of Town.  
We are currently working with the property owners and 
Wayne County IDA to extend a road from Dean Parkway to 
County Line Road which would open up substantial                      
industrial development adding jobs and revenue.   

 

We are having conversations on possible solutions to some of the issues that have been brought up about 
Main Street.  Our Main Street is a microcosm of what is happening across America.  They are no longer the 
main retail centers of communities and are undergoing transformation.  There are State programs to help 
fund businesses that have been made available to the merchants. Ask yourself, how many times in this past 
year have you ordered online through Amazon, Walmart or Target? In the past, with the businesses that are 
on Main Street, how many times have you patronized them?  What would it take for you to come up to Main 
Street to shop before going elsewhere?   



Become a member:                                       

Register in the library or 

online at http://owwl.org/

help/register 

 

Come visit us Monday, 

Wednesday or Friday 

from10:00 am to 5:00 pm, 

Tuesdays and Thursdays  

10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 
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We are here for you.    

Throughout 2020, and now as the pandemic continues in 2021, it has been an honor and a                 

pleasure for all of us working at the library to deliver as many relevant library services as we 

can.  Among other  good news on your 2020 library use: Ontario residents checked out and               

returned over 28,000 items  from the start of the pandemic in March through December 2020!  

While just a bit more than 50% of a  typical year, this was anything but typical.  We provide 

most of what you’ve come to expect from us.  The notable exception is the unfortunate  need to 

eliminate public seating and meeting space.  From storytimes and book clubs, to comfortable  

seating with WIFI and small informal meetings for neighborhood and  civic groups, we await a 

time  when we will welcome you back to in-person library meetings and programs.   

ONTARIO TOWN NEWSLETTER 

Ontario Public Library                          Sandra Hylen, Director 

What’s Going On                                                                                
We are expanding the topics of  interest                             

for online programs with you in mind.                                            

Miss Anne, our Children’s Librarian, continues                 

her exciting, well received work on YouTube.    
She has created, recorded, and tracked all required 

information for her Storytimes.  She also runs         

exciting activities on Facebook Live.                                                         
Let her know what you think!                                    

Nationwide Library Pen Pal Program                                             

      New this year is virtual author talks,                         

and digital ebook clubs with unlimited                 

access to select titles as eBooks and                    

audiobooks.    Several programs allow                          

nationwide interaction through  community 

discussion boards.  Get broad perspectives 

from the comfort of home!                                                                  

More Take & Make programs for                             

different ages.   

Expect many new programs this spring! 

   Visit our website for government 

links to help you schedule your 

COVID 19 vaccination: 

http://ontariopubliclibrary.org/

covid-19-vaccine-resources/ 

Connect with us on Facebook:                                                                                    
www.facebook.com/libraryontheridge/   

Watch Miss Anne’s storytimes on our YouTube channel:                                           
OntarioPublicLibraryNY   

http://www.facebook.com/libraryontheridge/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWGHtEpJHMSXvOn4TS5khUA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWGHtEpJHMSXvOn4TS5khUA
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In 2020, the Town HighwayDepartment had            

another very busy year.  

The final surface treating on Berg Road (1.89 miles) 

has been finished. 

We replaced 10 rotted cross culverts on North    

Slocum Road. We plan to cut the shoulders and 

wedge the road in 2021 in preparation for surface 

treating. 

We replaced 3 rotted cross culverts on Willits 

Road, cleaned roadside ditches and completed     

an in-place recycling project. The final surface 

treating will be done in 2021.   

We are continuing to clean roadside ditches and 

trim trees as weather permits.  

As time allows, our focus for 2021 is to prep roads 

for future surface treating or paving in 2022.        

We will be cutting shoulders, replacing cross     

culverts, repairing catch basins on town roads as 

well as true and leveling roads.  

                                                                                                              

I am aware of the failing gutters and roads in all our 

subdivisions. Southbrook Estates (Southbrook 

Drive and LaFrank Drive) is scheduled to be milled 

and paved this year.  

To residents who were scheduled to have work 

done by the Highway Department in 2020, I always 

begin with those projects first the following year.   

The Highway Department will begin our winter 

cleanup of lawns and road sweeping as soon as no 

more snow is predicted. Please be patient.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projected Roadwork for 2021                             

Please note: All roadwork is subject to               

change without notice.  

■  Kenyon Road (East of Furnace Road Intersection) 

– Replace bridge over Bear Creek 

■  Brick Church Road (Ontario Center Road to 

Knickerbocker Rd) – Replace rotted cross culverts 

■  LaFrank Drive and Southbrook Drive – mill and 

pave roads 

■  N. Slocum Road (Rt 104 to Lake Road) – Cut 

shoulders, wedge, and surface treat 

■  Ontario Center Road (Rt. 104 to Lake Road) –  

Replace rotted cross culverts 

■  Walworth Road (Ridge Road south to 6027      

Walworth Road) – We will be replacing the rotted 

cross culvert and expect to mill and pave this      

section of Walworth Road  

■  Willits Road (Lakeside Road to N. Slocum Road—      

final surface treat                                                                                                          

    

Please feel free to contact me via phone at                              

315.524.8111 or                                                                     

email stollery@ontariotown.org                                          

and I will get back to you as soon as possible. If 

you have an emergency, please call 9-1-1 and they 

will forward the information to me.  

Highway Department      Marilee Stollery, Superintendent of Highways 

 

NEW UPDATED TOWN DIRECTORIES    

ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN HALL.  

STOP IN AND GET  A COPY.   

IT HAS DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL OF THE   

DEPARTMENTS AND IS A HANDY            

REFERENCE GUIDE TO CONTACT ANY   

OF OUR TOWN DEPARTMENT HEADS. 

mailto:stollery@ontariotown.org
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Imagine you are taking a walk along the trail at Casey Park and you come                                                                      

upon a page from a children’s book, laminated and mounted on a post in                                                                                                                  

the ground.  As you walk along the path, you discover another page, and                                                                                                    

then another one further down the trail, and you realize you are reading a story! 

StoryWalk ®  combines the pleasures of reading with the joy and benefit of                                                            

walking together outdoors while feeling the wind and sunshine on your face,                                                                 

jumping in puddles, looking for worms, exploring and investigating nature.                                                                                              

It combines three critical elements for overall family health:  early literacy learning, family engagement 

outdoors and physical activity.   

Ontario Parks and Recreation Department has always strived to add programs and workshops to promote 

overall family wellness to build health in our community.  StoryWalk ® will be an important, integral part                   

of this initiative in that it will inspire families to get outdoors for physical activity and to learn and help build 

children’s interest in reading and the natural world.  In addition, books in this program can encourage           

conversations about important issues like respect, kindness, forgiveness, and love (mindfulness).  It                          

encourages communication, develops curiosity, introduces new concepts and ideas, and creates fun,              

long-lasting memories. 

The Ontario Walworth Rotary Club will be instrumental in providing the posts to the park with the help of 

a grant for literacy projects that they received.  We are grateful to them for their contribution and                                            

dedication towards meaningful projects such as this. 

Watch for our  StoryWalk ® along the trail at Casey Park sometime in April.  

Bring the family to enjoy a walk together and a story while enjoying nature. 

 

 

  

As we all are dealing with more and different types of stress 

than ever before, struggling with everyday challenges, mind-

fulness and meditation have become increasingly important 

in our lives.  More people are actively seeking resources to 

learn breathing and restful techniques, becoming more self-

aware and wanting more creative ways to connect. Learning 

to be present in the moment, using our senses to relax and 

reconnect we can lower stress levels and rewire our brains to 

better cope with life’s challenges. 

The Veterans Administration has developed an excellent and 

all encompassing “Manage Stress” workbook for adults 

(originally working with PTSD patients).  For a free copy of 

this workbook, email supervisor@ontariotown.org . 

 

BREATHEARTCALM has developed a guide in “Creating 

Calm” for children that combines art with mindful practice.  

Obtain a free copy of this workbook from the supervisor by 

sending him an email. 

Also displayed are other recommended books available on 

Amazon and other bookstores.  For children there are very 

beautiful interactive books “A Handful of Quiet, Happiness in 

Four Pebbles” and “Colorful Place”.  For adults some excel-

lent books are “Practicing Mindfulness” and “A Walk in the 

Wood, Meditation on Mindfulness with a Bear Named Pooh”. 

mailto:supervisor@ontariotown.org
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Family Health NP Immediate Care is a new        

privately-owned urgent care facility in the Town 

of Ontario, NY and is opening to the public on 

March 21st, 2021! We are conveniently located in 

the Tops Plaza along Route 104 at Furnace Rd, 

with daily operating hours including weekends, 

after-hours and holidays.                                      

 

We treat all ages and are excited to provide  

quality,   accessible, and reliable services to the 

residents of    Ontario and the surrounding      

communities. 

 

In addition to walk-in urgent care services, we 

also   provide on-site digital x-ray services,     

telehealth appointments, occupational medicine, 

DOT physicals, DMV vision screening, and much 

more!  

 

Family Health NP Immediate Care is owned and         

operated by family nurse practitioners Denise 

Ruiz and Patricia Venniro. Denise Ruiz is a         

resident of Wayne County who has settled with 

her small family in the Town of Walworth. She  

has extensive experience in  urgent care, family 

health, and geriatrics and she is   personally  

looking forward to providing care to the smaller 

communities close to home.  

Patricia Venniro has experience in orthopedics 

with an extensive history in surgical nursing. She 

is looking forward to getting to know the people 

in the community while providing valuable and 

much-needed services. Both clinicians are         

nationally certified by the American Academy     

of Nurse Practitioners and maintain certifications 

in advanced cardiac life support for infants,     

children, and adults.  

 

Together with our team of attentive and very            

knowledgeable clinicians and staff, located     

conveniently with daily operating hours, we are 

truly excited to meet and care for the residents of 

Ontario and beyond!  

 

Opening March 22, 2021.                                              

Open 8am-8pm weekdays                                        

9am-5pm weekends                                                       

9am-3pm holidays 
 

To learn more about nurse practitioners, you    

can visit the American Academy of Nurse        

Practitioners website at www.AANP.com.  To 

learn more about the services we offer at Family 

Health NP Immediate Care, please visit our     

website at www.familyhealthnp.com. 

Think of all the Possibilities! 

       VOTE  YOUR CHOICE APRIL  21st! 

http://www.AANP.com
http://www.familyhealthnp.com
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Last year’s revaluation of assessments was cancelled 
because of the COVID pandemic.  Early in March    
residents of Ontario will be receiving their notices of 
reassessment. 

The Town develops and adopts a budget.  There      
are several steps in this process.  Revenue from all 
sources other than the property tax is determined.  
These revenues are subtracted from the budget to   
arrive at the “tax levy”, which is the total amount   
needed to be raised through the property tax. The tax 
rate for properties is then determined by dividing the 
tax levy by the total taxable value of the Town. 

Your assessment is based on recent comparable 
sales.  It is derived from looking at recent sales in the 
Ontario market. 

For residential properties, the assessor generally de-
termines market value by comparing a property with 
similar properties that have sold in similar neighbor-
hoods, giving consideration to other factors possibly 
affecting market value.  The goal is to have Ontario 
assessments be at 100% of fair market value,          
basically what it would sell for. 

You have different neighborhoods, different features 
and characteristics of areas and of homes.  Over the 
years, the market fluctuates, and the sale price of 
homes goes up and down with it.  This results in the 
imbalance of assessments. 

The fairness, or equity, of the real property tax de-
pends on whether similar properties are treated alike.  
This ensures that taxpayers do not pay more or less 
than their fair share.  The goal is if you have a similar 
value home you should be paying similar taxes. 

In Ontario, because properties are assessed at 100% 
of value, the assessment IS market value.  Revalua-
tions are done every three to four years to equalize 
assessments from one property to another and to be 
uniform in the percentage used in figuring out the tax 
rate. 

The longer it has been since an update of assess-
ments, the more likely it is that some taxpayers are 
paying more than their fair share in taxes. 

Taxes are based on the assessed value of our proper-
ties.  We need to have equal and uniform assess-
ments to have a fair and equitable tax burden.  If you 
are assessed at 100% and your neighbor is assessed 
at 80%, this would not be equitable. 

Our assessor does not increase your taxes.  She is a 
trained appraisal professional and it is her important 
job to make sure that assessments are accurate and  

 

 

    
equitable, which provides the bases for fair distribu-   
tion of taxes among property owners.  Treat her with              
civility. She is hired to do a certain job and she                
performs those responsibilities to the best of her               
abilities following certain formulas. Getting all proper-
ties up to date is necessary for fair tax distribution. 

If you believe your assessment is wrong, ask for an 
appointment for an informal review to go over how the 
assessor came up with the value.  This can be done 
over the phone or in person. 

After meeting with the assessor, you have two            
choices:  you may accept the increase as fair and           
accurate, or you may challenge it through the Board  
of Assessment Review.   

Information on how to challenge your assessment  
can be obtained from the assessor or go online at 
tax.ny.gov. 

The Board of Assessment Review consists of three 
members who have knowledge of property values in 
the Town.  The Board does not include the assessor 
or any of her staff.  Their sole purpose is to guarantee 
your rights and to arrive at a fair and impartial decision 
about your assessment. 

Understand there is a presumption under the law    
that the assessment made by the assessor is correct.  
The burden of proof is on you to overcome this         
presumption. 

Do not use the approach of attacking the assessor or 
the Board of Review.  You must prove, with facts, that 
the assessment should be changed.  The following 
are examples of what information would be helpful:  
purchase price if the property recently sold, Realtor 
market analysis or professional appraisal, purchase 
prices of comparable properties with information     
describing the properties and the comparison to your 
property and comparable property assessments. 

If your assessment does increase, it doesn’t    
mean that your taxes automatically increase.     
Actually, if most other properties increase more, 
your share of taxes could decrease. 

Assume for a minute that the budget stays the 
same.  If the assessed value is lowered, the tax 
rate goes up to raise the budget amount.          
Conversely, if total assessments go up, the tax 
rate will drop to raise the same budgeted amount.   

Reassessment of properties is not a money      
grab by the Town.  In all my years as Supervisor, 
we have maintained the budget under the two    
percent tax cap rate and I will promise you we will 
work to continue to operate within that two       
percent cap rate. 

 

Assessor Department                 Melissa Halstead,  Sole Assessor 
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Projected 2022                       

Tax Rate  

This chart shows the    

resulting tax rate               

decrease in the 2022 

budget, staying within 

the 2% tax cap and      

anticipating the            

adjustment of                

assessment values. 

The budgeted expenses 

are being used along 

with the decrease in 

GINNA revenue, and   

the revaluation of          

assessments. 

Current Tax Rate 

2021 

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN OF ONTARIO REGARDING DOG CENSUS 

The Town of Ontario will be conducting a dog enumeration (census) by mail. As required by Article 7, 

Section 109 of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law, any dog 4 months of age or older must 

be licensed in the local town they are sheltered in.  Residents will be receiving a notice from the Town 

with information on how to license your dog(s) and the cost. The following is required documentation 

and a fee schedule:  Rabies certification from your veterinarian                                                                                  
    Spaying or neutering certificate, if applicable                                                                            
   ■ Neutered/Spayed $8.00 for each dog       ■ Unneutered/Unspayed   $16.00 for each dog 

If you have any questions call, Deb DeMinck, Ontario Town Clerk at 315.524.3441 ext 200 



A NOTE FROM TOWN SUPERVISOR FRANK ROBUSTO 

Let us not seek the Republican answer or the Democratic answer, but the right answer. Let us 

not seek to fix the blame for the past. Let us accept our own responsibility for the future.                                 

           — John F. Kennedy 

Financial Snapshot:  This pandemic has been    

devastating to many municipalities.  I am proud to    

say that fiscally the Town is in a strong financial       

position.  The Town Board, along with department 

heads, have been proactive in monitoring expenses 

and putting in place programs and practices that    

save the taxpayers money. 

COVID:  Hopefully we are turning the corner on the 

pandemic.  Currently over 11% of Wayne County  

residents have received the vaccine which is becom-

ing more and more readily available to residents. 

OntarioTown.org:  Our new website is up and    

running.  For up-to-date agendas and meeting 

minutes that are unedited, visit our site.  Get the facts 

there instead of misinformation on social media.      

You can sign up for automatic notifications on areas 

that interest you. 

Traffic Study:  We obtained a traffic study grant    

for  the Route 104 and Dean Parkway area that will be  

instrumental in our plans to extend the industrial park 

to County Line Road.  By adding a safe easy access 

and opening up more available acreage this will     

increase opportunities for new businesses. 

Newsletter:  Last year at this time, during the onset 

of the pandemic, I decided to start a newsletter with a 

Spring and Fall Edition with the purpose of informing 

the public and being transparent on Town affairs. 

Cell Tower: Verizon is erecting a cell tower at       

Slocum and Lake Roads.  This should help service in 

that area of Town. 

Flashback Friday:  To learn about the interesting       

history of Ontario, every Friday I feature an article 

from the Town Historian.  Look for these fun articles 

on Facebook — TownSupervisorFrankRobusto. 

Frankly Speaking:  Look for my weekly articles    

in the Times of Wayne County and Facebook that    

address resident’s concerns and questions that are 

relevant and timely. 

Bear Creek Harbor:  The rebuilding of Bear Creek 

Harbor is scheduled for the Fall of 2021.  This has 

been a long involved process with FEMA. A grant is 

paying for 85% of this cost so the effort has been well 

worth it for the Town.  We will be rebuilding the boat 

launches and retaining walls. 

Electrical Charging Stations:   A grant from    

New York State has been awarded to the Town to    

install two electrical charging stations for the public   

to use in charging their electric cars.  The stations will 

be located in the parking lot at the Town Hall.  Anyone 

can use these stations.  This is a part of our Clean     

Energy Communities Program. 

Exploring Community Choice Aggregation: 
This is a program that looks at our options in choosing 

where the energy comes from for Ontario.  It is a                  

program to purchase power in bulk for all homes and 

businesses in the Town.  The bottom line is significant 

savings to our residents.   By pooling demand in      

communities, we can negotiate lower rates. More to 

come on this in the near future. 

FACTS vs FICTION:  Get the facts rather than 

listening to fiction or rumors.  I am always 

open for conversations about                                                                             

any topic or any concern.          

Contact me at                                                                        

supervisor@ontariotown.org                                                                           

or call me at                                                                                  

315.524.7105 ext. 100. 


